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Take 100% Responsibility For Your Life 
 
 
Taking 100% responsibility for your life is fundamental to creating a successful life. It is the 
core principle on which everything else is based. It is designed to get people out of 
blaming and complaining and into consciously creating the life they desire. This can only 
happen if they are willing to take 100% responsibility for their results. It is essential to 
master this piece because everything that follows is designed based on this principle. 

 
We are responsible for what we experience in life. It introduces the idea that other people 
don’t “make us” feel things and demonstrates that we have control over how we feel and 
how we react to others. 
 
In order to achieve complete and full self-esteem we have to take full responsibility for 
our lives, for both our internal and external experiences. Often, we fall into the trap of 
blaming other people for how we feel and for what happens to us. Looking for the 
solutions to our problems outside of ourselves distracts us. It is much more effective, 
however, to look inside ourselves to see how we are creating what we are experiencing 
through our thoughts, images and behaviors. Taking the position that we are responsible 
for our responses to the world gives us more power. 
 

A SUCCESS FORMULA FOR INSTITUTING CHANGE  

 
E + R = O 

 
E stands for all the “events” of our lives 
 
R stands for our “response” to those events 

 
O stands for the “outcomes” we experience 
 
You are creating your experiences, your success, the quality of your relationships, and 
your health by your thoughts and beliefs (beliefs are no more than thoughts you have 
conditioned yourself to think over and over), the visual images you focus on (internally 
and externally), the resulting emotions they create, and your actions…and you have total 
control over all three of these. 
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Personal responsibility is the key attitude for personal empowerment. It is to your full 
advantage to assume full responsibility for the circumstances of your life as well as your 
reactions to these circumstances. Therefore, without self-judgment or self-blame, you can 
focus your attention on understanding yourself and your range of choices that may be 
possible in any given circumstance. With this awareness, you can make educated, 
intentional choices. 
 
When your choices don’t result in you getting things the way you thought you wanted 
them, you can look to understand what happened and what action you can take next, 
rather than looking for someone or some circumstance to blame. 
 
E + R = O is a simple formula that can help you understand how to create new desired 
outcomes. Every outcome you experience in life is a result of how you’ve responded to an 
earlier event or events in your life. If you don’t like the outcomes you’re currently getting, 
there are two basic choices you can make: 
 

1. You can blame the event (E) for your lack of results (O). In other words, you can 
blame the economy, the weather, gender bias, your spouse, your boss, your co-
workers and so on. 
 
There are many factors that can contribute to the outcome but if they were the 
deciding factor, nobody would ever succeed. For every reason why something is 
not possible; there are hundreds of other people who have faced the same 
circumstances and succeeded. 

 
2. You can instead simply change your responses (R) to the events (E) – the way things 

are – until you get the outcomes (O) you want. You can change your thinking, 
change your communication, change the pictures you hold in your head, and you 
can change your behavior. You can break out of your conditioned responses to 
circumstances, increase your awareness and change your actions. All this leads to a 
new outcome. 

 
There are only 3 responses (R’s) you have any control over:  
 
• Your behavior (including what you say and how you say it) 
• Your thoughts (self-talk) and beliefs (both conscious and unconscious) 
• Your visual imagery (including your images of the future) 
 
There are also “yellow alerts” which we walk around with, pretending we don’t notice. 
When you look back at the poor decisions you’ve made, if you’re being honest with 
yourself, there are always yellow alert warning signs which you chose to ignore.  
 
What are the yellow alerts right now “in your shoes”? What are you pretending not to 
know?  Usually, we ignore these warning signs because they require us to speak up and 
be uncomfortable, which is very normal but a mode that you will not see much results 

www.InRShoes.com


 www.InRShoes.com  3 
In Our Shoes® LLC. All Rights Reserved.  

Gutsy Leadership® is a Trademark of In Our Shoes LLC. 

 

from. The following section discusses communication that is typically uncomfortable but 
which is proven to yield positive outcomes.  
 

If I were to take only 5% more responsibility… 
 
This exercise demonstrates the concept that we are responsible for what we experience 
in life. It introduces the idea that other people don’t “make us” feel things and 
demonstrates that we have control over how we feel and how we react to others. 
 
Rather than placing blame on your clients, manager or co-workers on how they are 
behaving, take a step back and ask yourself how you could have created that situation? 
Let’s also be honest. Taking no action, is action. Please write that down. When you are 
sitting back quietly, in people pleasing mode for example and taking no action, you are 
still taking action.  In other words, if you are not taking a stand for how your work 
relationships should evolve, including how you may want to manage one day in a 
leadership role, then why would you expect different more positive results from them?  
Your job is to set the stage, managing expectations so that your schedule and week runs 
like an easy breezy well-oiled machine, which often times means push back and being 
authentic about where you are and where you need them to be. 
 
Please complete the following statements about how you can take more responsibility 
for the outcomes in your life. This exercise is brief but will deliver exponential results if you 
commit to taking just 5% more responsibility in your life. Just 5%! Concrete real-life 
examples are shown below which will support you in this.  
 
 
If I were to take 5% more responsibility for my life and well-being…. 
 
Examples: 
 
• I would exercise 30 minutes a day. 
• I would only eat fast food one time per week. 
• I would meditate more often. 
• I would get more sleep. 
 
 
If I were to take 5% more responsibility for living my passion…. 
 
Examples: 
 
• I would ask for what I want. 
• I would spend more time writing. 
• I would laugh more. 
• I would schedule more free time. 
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If I were to take 5% more responsibility for the attainment of my goals…. 
 
Examples: 
 
• I would do five things a day to get me closer to my goal. 
• I would spend an extra hour a day in action rather than watching TV. 
• I would share my goals with family and friends and ask for accountability. 
• I would do the one thing that I have been procrastinating on. 
 
 
If I were to take 5% more responsibility for the success of my relationships…. 
 
Examples: 
• I would plan quality time with my kids and put it in my calendar. 
• I would have a date night every week with my spouse. 
• I would talk less and listen more. 
• I would keep my agreements and only say yes when I mean it. 
 
 
If I were to take 5% more responsibility for the level of my self-esteem… 
 
Examples: 
 
• I would ask for what I want. 
• I would take more trainings and seminars to stay positive. 
• I would create a list of my successes and review them often. 
• I would surround myself with positive people. 
 

 
  

www.InRShoes.com


 www.InRShoes.com  5 
In Our Shoes® LLC. All Rights Reserved.  

Gutsy Leadership® is a Trademark of In Our Shoes LLC. 

 

If I were to take 5% more responsibility for my life and well-being. . . 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
If I were to take 5% more responsibility for growing a thriving business. . . 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
If I were to take 5% more responsibility for the attainment of my goals. . . 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
If I take 5% more responsibility for the success of my relationships. . . 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
If I take 5% more responsibility for my health. . . 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
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If I take 5% more responsibility for the level of my self-esteem. . . 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would________________________________________________________________ 
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